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himself detested as a cowardly Little Englander,
who had sat down under the insults of Majuba and
Khartoum.   Certainly affairs were badly mis-
managed.  The Colonial Office misled him over
the Transvaal situation, though as Prime Minister
he must take the blame for this. It is difficult to
see, however, how he could have behaved other-
wise than as he did about Egypt. He did extract
himself from Afghanistan, and, though in the
most unfortunate manner, kept out of the Sudan.
Gladstone certainly consented to the appointment
of Gordon ; but it is, I think, fair to say that had he
not been partially incapacitated by influenza at
the critical moment, Gordon would never have
started for Khartoum, or, even if he had, the
instructions he received would net have been so
obscure. But with the Court, half the party, and
all the opposition, bent on a policy of expansion,
it is difficult to see how Gladstone could have
fulfilled the  hopes  with  which  he   took  up
office,
The home situation, too, was as miserable as
that abroad. Before the first session was a week
old, the Bradlaugh affair was in full blast. The
opposition, as factious as it was angry, saw that
the Liberal Party could, as always, be split in
two over a question of religious liberty, and the
Prime Minister rapidly found himself in a
minority. The Irish Land League, which the
Disraeli administration had allowed to grow up
imchecked, now burst with foil force on its